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•with him, or to convey them "without incurring the risks
which, in the case of cash, were considerable in those days.1
Thus we hear that a man made a long journey with only two
servants and a guide, while his earthly riches consisted of
suftajas for 5,000 dinars.2
Money presents were brought from the Ahwaz province to
the Caliph's mother in the form of a suftaja for the amount
of 3,000 dinars.3 Even bribes were paid in this way.4
The new Arab sources show very clearly a widespread use
of that safe and easy method of payment,5 which simplified
the manifold mercantile relations of the "Abbasid empire of
those times and was very useful for the rapid and safe settle-
ment of business matters.6
The contemporary Jewish sources, too, i.e. the Graonic
Responsa, throw light on the functions and scope of the
suftaja.7
For instance, the money for the Babylonian academies
was conveyed from Kairuwan 8 to Sura or Pumbadita by
means of such letters of credit, and it can be assumed that
other far-off communities employed the same method.8
1 Vide 3IisL'.<, 219, where a ship (sJJli, cf. Lane, Diet., s.v.) carrying
the revenues of Ahwaz to Baghdad is robbed (year 319/931).
 *	Tan., i, 104, 5.	3 Tan., i, 105.
 *	2*a»., i,  103. Further proofs In our tests : Tan., i, 90, 93 ; il, 68O, etc. ;
TTwz., 93 ff.
 *	We learn the same from Arab papyrus fragments ;   cf. H. C. Becker,
Papyri Schott-Reinhard, Heidelberg, 19O6, i, p. 11.
 *	R.    GrasshoflTs   opinion,    loc.    eit.,    1O,     b- Ganz   versagen   fur   die
Erforschung der inneren BeschafFenheit des arabischen Handels nnd damit
f ur die Erkenntnis der Funktionen der suffcaga die Historiker des Islams,"
is therefore now out of date.
7 Cf. A. Harkavy, Tshuboth ha-Geanim : Stttdien, und 3Titteilungen9 Berlin,.
1S87, iv, Xo. 423~ (pp. 216, 316j, Xo, 548 (p. 209), No. 552 (pp. 273-i).
All responsa, dealing with svftaja are written in Arabic and not in Hebrew.
Harkavy renders the word suftaja by "* Wechselschein " or *s Anweisung *%.
p. 316, Xo. 6.
 *	Cf. now also J. Mann. Texts and Studies in Jewish History and Literature*
Cincinnati, i, 1931, pp. 143—4.
 *	On suftaja from Basra to Baghdad, v. Harkavy, ibid., Xos. 548, 552.
On later conditions of trade and cheques in Basra,  cf. the evidence of
Kfeosran, ed. Schefer, p. 64.   Cf. Mez, ibid., 447 ff.

